 

RE: FY 2011 & 2012 funding for the Resource Conservation and Development (RC&D) program in Agriculture appropriations 
 

We have partnered many times with the Shenandoah RC&D Council based in Verona, Virginia and serving seven counties in the Shenandoah Valley.   RC&D Councils are non-profit entities, whose volunteer members work in partnership with USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service through a federal coordinator.  I urge you to oppose eliminating the funding for the balance of this Fiscal Year and the President’s budget proposal to eliminate funding for the RC&D Program in Fiscal Year 2012.  We need your help in restoring this funding of $50.73 million (which has been frozen since 2003) to continue our strong record of service on conservation and economic development issues in our community.  Please note that this is a PROGRAMATIC REQUEST and not an earmark.  
 

The RC&D Program is one of the federal government's success stories in creating jobs and efficiently leveraging financial resources to support economic development and resource protection in rural areas.  On average, $6.93 is generated for every $1.00 of federal funds invested in the RC&D Program; for some RC&D Councils the leveraged amount is even greater.    In FY 2010, the 375 RC&D Councils of the RC&D program created or retained over 12,327 jobs through their initiatives.  A dynamic job creation engine like that should be extolled as a prime example of the effectiveness of federal funding, not targeted for elimination. 

 

We cannot allow funding to the RC&D program to be cut.  If funding for this program is cut, the following services and projects can no longer be provided in the Shenandoah Valley: 

· The Shenandoah RC&D has secured National Fish and Wildlife Foundation funding to build a regional food distribution system in the Shenandoah Valley, to increase profits to farmers for food they produce, increase institutional markets for locally-produced food, and improve water quality by marketing “Bay Friendly” local foods to consumers and institutions.  This grant supports two brand new jobs for three years, two people who just started working in February 2011, and supports numerous personnel across two businesses; it will help significantly reduce nitrogen, phosphorus and sediment going into the Bay and provides incentives to farmers to reduce these loads from their farms.  We will need to give back the $700,000 we have secured for this initiative and lose additional businesses and jobs in the Shenandoah Valley.
· We have secured $1.4 million in additional cost share dollars over the next two years to help our farmers in the Shenandoah Valley afford conservation practices on their farms.  With the Chesapeake TMDL causing additional pressure on Valley farmers, these dollars go a long way in alleviating Virginia’s nutrient reduction share and not placing the whole financial burden on farmers.  We will need to cancel this cooperative partnership agreement.
· We will need to return our flexible fencing funding of which has created statewide change in Virginia by working with farmers to exclude more livestock from Valley streams and rivers.  This represents almost $200,000 in equipment dollars that our Soil and Water Conservation Districts will not be able to use for flexible practices that often entice farmers to work with us to exclude livestock from waterways.
· These are just a few examples.  The Shenandoah RC&D also administers numerous private funding sources which helps pay for research, pilot projects, fund new businesses, and pays for critical outreach and education efforts that increase support for conservation and water quality.

In Virginia, on average it takes $130,000 to fully support an RC&D Council with a full time Federal Coordinator. Last year, the Shenandoah RC&D leveraged over 600% of the dollars that fund the RC&D office into project funding that directly benefits agriculture and jobs in the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia.   Unfortunately, RC&D funding has been frozen since FY 2003 and Councils are not receiving the funding needed, and are doing more with less.  Acknowledging that everyone must do their part in these difficult financial times, the RC&D Councils are not seeking an increase in funding.  
 

I urge you to ask continue support for our RC&D Council and Councils nationwide by writing the Chairman and Ranking Members of the Agriculture Appropriations Subcommittee and asking that $50.73 million be provided to the USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service, Resource Conservation and Development (RC&D) Program.  Please ask them to insert the following language into the FY 2011 & 2012 Agriculture Appropriations bills: 
 

“Resource Conservation and Development Councils play an important role in rural development and natural resource conservation.  There are currently 375 existing Councils and 38 pending applications.  The Committee provides $50.73 million to maintain the current operations of existing RC&D Councils.”
Sincerely, 

